
Statements of Support for the International
Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace:
James Cleverly MP, Minister of State for Middle East and North Africa – April 20th, 2021 –
UK House of Commons

“We support the objectives of the International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace, and we will continue
to engage with the Alliance for Middle East Peace and President Biden’s Administration to identify
further opportunities for collaboration.”

Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA) – Resolution on Israeli-Palestinian Coexistence,
authored and introduced by the Union for Reform Judaism and the Orthodox Union at
JCPA’s Annual Conference – May 2018

“As an organization devoted to relationship-building, we know that a strong grassroots foundation for
such peace is equally important, built through people to people engagement. To that end, JCPA
supports the creation of the proposed International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace with the goal of
promoting and supporting “contact, cooperation, dialogue, shared community building, peaceful
coexistence, joint economic development, and reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians”
through civil society projects, economic development and other such strategies that can bring about a
peaceful future for Israelis and Palestinians alike.”

Alistair Burt, Minister of State for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the

Department of International Development – February 20th, 2018 – UK House of Commons

"The United Kingdom supports the concept of an International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian peace. The
Department for International Development’s people-to-people programme has similar aims, and brings
together individuals from both sides to build support for a durable solution... Many of us have worried
over the years that one of the worst aspects of the conflict has been the separation of peoples. To that
extent, we are following the concept of the development of this fund very carefully, and I will continue
to take a strong personal interest in it. The sentiment behind it is exactly why we have the £3 million
programme, but we will be watching the development of the international fund and giving it support
where we can."

FW de Klerk, State President of South Africa from 1989 to 1994, October 2018:

“No two conflicts are the same, but there are often common elements in how they are resolved and
how peace is secured.  Connection between citizens – critical for the building of trust and respect – is
one of those elements.  In the case of South Africa this fact was proven beyond all doubt.  There is no
doubt in my mind that this factor is also crucial in any process which might lead to peace between
Israelis and Palestinians.  That is why I am delighted to support ALLMEP and their campaign to create
an International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace.”

Amb. Dan Shapiro, Former U.S. Ambassador to Israel – January 31st, 2019, in article for
National Public Radio

“An International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace, long advocated by the nonpartisan Alliance for
Middle East Peace, has enjoyed bipartisan support in past Congresses and would promote
people-to-people peace-building activities by pooling funding from government and private sources.
Now is the time for Congress to approve funding for it.”
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Jason Isaacson, Director of Government and International Affairs, American Jewish
Committee – July 31st, 2017 – Letter to Members of the House of Representatives

“On behalf of AJC, the global Jewish advocacy organization, I write today to ask you to support
H.R.1221, the International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace Authorization Act of 2017. This bill,
introduced by Representatives Fortenberry and Crowley, urges the President to work with Israel, the
Palestinian Authority, and the international community to establish a “a non-political, mutually
acceptable International Fund to promote and support contact, cooperation, dialogue, shared
community building, peaceful coexistence, joint economic development, and reconciliation between
Israelis and Palestinians.”

“AJC supports a two-state solution reached through direct negotiations between the Israeli government
and the Palestinian Authority. Furthermore, AJC believes that in order to create a safe and secure
Israel, as well as an independent, democratic, and non-militarized Palestinian state, United States
engagement with, and aid to, regional partners and initiatives is essential.”

“In the absence of direct negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, a near-term
resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict appears remote. Although political efforts toward a two-state
solution are at a standstill, civil society can still take active steps to promote peace. Initiatives such as
H.R.1221 provide an opportunity for the United States to further contribute to peace-building between
Israelis and Palestinians on the people-to-people level.”

“While the quest for Israeli-Palestinian peace is dependent on a variety of factors, including the volatile
and uncertain political realities of the region, the grassroots activities and exchanges between Israelis
and Palestinians facilitated by the fund created by H.R.1221 could improve stability and promote future
reconciliation.”

Jonathan Powell, Chief Negotiator on the Northern Irish Peace Process and Former Chief

of Staff to Prime Minister Tony Blair – July 12th, 2017 – BICOM Report Preface

“Ned Lazarus’ comprehensive study, based on his experience as both an accomplished practitioner
and a leading scholar of Israeli-Palestinian peacebuilding, is the most detailed evaluation we have to
date of what works and why. It complements the Quartet’s recommendations by detailing the past and
present of Israeli-Palestinian peacebuilding, and concludes with recommendations for broadening and
deepening the impact of this essential work in the future. The report makes a persuasive case for the
UK government to support efforts already underway to establish an International Fund for Israel-
Palestine to “scale up” Israeli-Palestinian civil society trust building. By following the successful
precedent of the International Fund for Ireland, the proposed new Fund would provide a consistent,
sustainable and transparent funding source equipped to bring to scale the successful models and the
best practices discussed here by Lazarus.”

Nickolay Mladenov, United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process

– February 20th, 2018 – Statement to the United Nations Security Council:

“I also hope that we will be able to look beyond the closed, dark negotiating rooms that are currently
empty of diplomats and politicians, to see that there are Israeli and Palestinian advocates for peace
working tirelessly to promote change: civil society organizations; youth and women’s groups; religious
and community leaders – they all have a critical role to play and must be supported and allowed to
express their views freely. We rarely discuss their role, we don’t speak often enough of the challenges
they face, but their efforts must be recognized and supported.”

Stephen Crabb MP (Chairman of Conservative Friends of Israel) and Steve McCabe MP
(Chairman of Labour Friends of Israel), in joint op-ed in The Times, March 30th, 2021:
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“The inspiration for the international fund — which has been promoted by the sector-leading Alliance
for Middle East Peace and championed here in the UK by both Conservative and Labour
parliamentarians — lies rather closer to home. During the darkest days of The Troubles in the
mid-1980s, the new International Fund for Ireland began investing in peace-building work in Northern
Ireland. Those projects provided the civic society foundations upon which the Good Friday Agreement
was later built and helped establish a reservoir of public support in both the Unionist and Nationalist
communities that has sustained peace in Northern Ireland through multiple ups and downs over the
past two decades… an international fund for Israeli-Palestinian peace could not come at a better time.
Britain should seize this moment to be part of it.”

Quartet Report July 1st, 2016 – Recommendation 10:

"Both parties should foster a climate of tolerance, including through increasing interaction and
cooperation in a variety of fields – economic, professional, educational, cultural – that strengthen the
foundations for peace and countering extremism."

Gillian Merron, Chief Executive, The Board of Deputies of British Jews, and Simon

Johnson, Chief Executive, The Jewish Leadership Council – July 5th, 2017 – Joint
Statement:

“While direct negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority are currently stalled, this is no
excuse for the world to stand idle. Instead, we should be investing now in the kind of grassroots
people-to-people projects which bring together Israelis and Palestinians and promote the values of
peace, coexistence and reconciliation which will be needed to underpin any future political progress.”

“We are pleased to support LFI’s campaign in support of an International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian
Peace, which will help boost this much-needed on the ground, civil society work. We call on the
government to support this initiative and use its influence in international fora to help bring this fund to
fruition.”

Rt Hon Tony Blair, Former British Prime Minister and Quartet Representative – March 2nd,
2017:

“I am happy to support International Fund for Israel-Palestine, based on the Fund for Ireland which
helped build vital people-to-people contacts.”

Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO, Anti-Defamation League – February 28th, 2017:

“At a time when issues around the Israeli Palestinian conflict are more polarizing than ever, we
commend Reps. Fortenberry and Crowley for rallying together in a bipartisan effort to seed the ground
for a viable and sustainable peace. Building cooperation across political, religious and sectarian lines
can help promote trust among the two peoples that reconciliation is possible. We urge other Members
of Congress on both sides of the aisle to follow their lead.”

William C. Daroff, Senior Vice President for Public Policy, Jewish Federations of North

America – February 24th, 2017:

“The Jewish Federations of North America welcomes and supports the introduction of Congressman
Jeff Fortenberry and Congressman Joe Crowley's legislation to enact and fund an International Fund
for Israeli Palestinian Peace. Jewish Federations across North America have been investing in
Jewish-Arab cooperative educational programs and economic opportunities and believe that this
initiative can help establish the necessary foundations for peace between Jews and Arabs, Israelis and
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Palestinians. We urge members of Congress to help those on the ground looking for peace to get
behind this initiative.”

Open letter by 56 UK MPs to Secretary of State for International Development – December

12th, 2016:

“We urge you to both support the creation of the International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace, and to
show Britain’s commitment to this vital cause by increasing spending on coexistence work. As an
interim measure, we would like to see spending rise from its current level to £1.35m.
Without sufficient funding – either from governments or private philanthropy – coexistence projects are
currently only able to have a limited impact. Operating at scale and properly funded, they could,
however, help to build powerful constituencies for peace in Israel and Palestine, forcing leaders in both
countries to return to meaningful negotiations.”

Friends Committee on National Legislation – February 22nd, 2017:

“FCNL thanks Congressman Crowley and Congressman Fortenberry for their bipartisan effort to
support Israeli-Palestinian peacebuilding efforts. Congress should seize the opportunity to amplify the
voices of Israelis and Palestinians working for a just and lasting peace, and support this initiative.”

Hilik Bar, MK, Deputy Speaker of the Knesset and Chair of the Lobby on resolving the Arab

Israeli Conflict, February 28th, 2017:

“As a long term believer in the people-to-people movement I am delighted that Congressman Jeff
Fortenberry and Congressman Joe Crowley have taken a leadership role in introducing the
International Fund for Israeli Palestinian Authorization Act. I have followed this initiative and have
written letters to the diplomatic community in support of it. A solid foundation of trust between Israelis
and Palestinians is essential for ensuring success at the negotiating table and the Fund can help bring
the necessary resources to enable the groups who build this trust to thrive.”

Jewish Council for Public Affairs – February 2017:

"The Jewish Council for Public Affairs long has supported the vision of two states, a Jewish and
democratic Israel alongside a state of Palestine, living side-by-side in peace and security. While a final
status agreement remains elusive, Israeli and Palestinian NGOs have continued to work on the ground
to foster greater understanding and mutual's respect, and to find ways of enhancing the quality of life
for both peoples. In essence, building an environment of peace from the ground up. Today a bill is
being introduced in the House of Representatives by Congressman Fortenberry of Nebraska and
Congressman Crowley of New York that calls for an international grant making body. Together with the
Jewish Federations of North America, the American Jewish Committee and others, the JCPA is pleased
to add its endorsement. And we hope our member agencies will advocate support to members of
Congress in their respective communities as well."

Shimon Fogel, CEO, The Center for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) Canada – The Globe

and Mail – January 15th, 2017:

“CIJA has recommended a number of these types of programs to Canadians for years through our
Seek Peace and Pursue It initiative. This includes projects to unite Jewish and Arab teenagers,
university students, medical professionals, and community leaders. Recently, international groups like
the Alliance for Middle East Peace have launched a more comprehensive and ambitious agenda to
advance the same objective.”
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“There is a promising precedent for this type of engagement. After the Anglo-Irish Agreement was
reached in 1986, the International Fund for Ireland was established to create conditions for peace
between Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland. Over the next three decades, more than a
billion dollars was distributed through the fund, strengthening public support on both sides for what
was ultimately a successful accord.”

Holy See Mission to the UN – June 29th, 2016:

“The Holy See also believes that the whole peace process does not depend solely on formal
negotiations no matter how indispensable these are. Peace cannot be achieved if healing and
reconciliation, mutual recognition and respect at the personal and communitarian levels do not
accompany political solutions. For this reason, my delegation is pleased that this Conference is going
to consider the role of civil society and track II diplomacy in taking stock of the next steps in the peace
process.”

“The Middle East should be a fertile ground for civil society and track II diplomacy, including faith-based
‘informal diplomacy’. As a cradle of great civilizations and the birthplace of the three main monotheistic
religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, the Middle East is fit to foster the involvement of civil
society and track II diplomacy in peacemaking and peacebuilding.”

President Reuvin Rivlin Speech to European Parliament June 22nd, 2016:

“And things can be done. This mission of creating the terms for a future agreement, creating an
infrastructure for trust, and for a life of dignity for both peoples, demands of us today - the international
community and Israel alike - to invest tremendous efforts in four main avenues.”

“Investing in joint ventures aimed at creating joint interests. Whether we wish it or not, we - Israelis and
Palestinians - share a small and common area, with common regional resources and assets, and
common regional challenges. We should foster and promote joint Israeli-Palestinian development
ventures in the fields of renewable energy, infrastructure and the environment, joint industrial and
tourism ventures, and cultural and social ventures; between Israeli and Palestinian local authorities, and
between private corporations and business people on both sides.”

“Increasing stability, developing infrastructures and strategic terms are essential conditions, but are not
enough. Creating the conditions for any future agreement requires conditioning hearts on both sides
for the possibility of living with mutual respect. Peace is made between leaders but peace is also made
between peoples. Changing present trends requires addressing deep-rooted hatred and fear.
Otherwise, fear will have the upper hand, if only because it is to our regret, much more tangible than
hope.”

J Street Policy Statement:

“The interests at stake in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are broader than just physical security and
borders. The ability and right of people on both sides of the conflict to live their lives to their fullest
potential and to have their basic needs met are seriously impacted by the ongoing conflict.

“J Street supports efforts that aim to give the people trapped by this conflict a stake in the future, to
ensure that their basic needs are met and that the economic and other benefits of conflict resolution
are understood. A strategy of investment aimed at advancing human security is the best answer to
those who promote divestment. J Street therefore supports: increasing funding for people-to-people
programs that bring Israelis and Palestinians together at the grassroots level, including efforts to
combat violence and incitement, including the establishment of an international fund for
Israeli/Palestinian Peace.”
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