
 

 

 

    

Though once again violence and conflict have 

shaken the Middle East, the NGO members of 

the Alliance for Middle East Peace (ALLMEP) 

reaffirmed that efforts of cooperation, trust and 

peace building can and must continue between 

Arabs and Jews, Israelis and Palestinians.   

 

Amidst conflict, ALLMEP has continued its 

support of coexistence activities in the region. 

Below are some inspiring highlights of what 

ALLMEP member organizations did this 

summer to further their shared commitment to 

a peaceful resolution in the Middle East.  

 

                         

AAAAn Autumn of Hope  
in the Middle East 
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Arava InstituteArava InstituteArava InstituteArava Institute    
(www.arava.org)  

The Arava Institute is the premier environmental 
teaching and research program in the Middle East 
preparing future Arab and Jewish leaders to 
cooperatively solve the region’s environmental 
challenges and proving that the environment can be 
a tool to bring peoples together across lines of 
conflict. During this summer of conflict: 

• The Arava Institute began discussing a new joint 
education project with Al-Aqsa University in 
Gaza. 

• Arava continued working with the Jordanian 
University of Science and Technology on 
establishing a joint course on water 
management.  

• Arava continued planning its next Annual 
Alumni Conference of the Arava Peace and 
Environmental Network (APEN), scheduled to 
take place in Jordan this December. The 
conference will bring together Lebanese and 
Israeli environmentalists to discuss the 
environmental damage of this summer's war. 

EcoPeace/Friends of the EcoPeace/Friends of the EcoPeace/Friends of the EcoPeace/Friends of the 
Earth Middle East  (FoEME)Earth Middle East  (FoEME)Earth Middle East  (FoEME)Earth Middle East  (FoEME)    
(www.foeme.org)   

EcoPeace/Friends of the Earth Middle East intensified 
its efforts to educate decision makers and the public 
at large that environmental issues are priority 
concerns and of strategic importance even in times 
of war.   

Due to the cross border nature of environmental 
issues and the mutual assured destruction, our 
shared environment continues 
to present opportunities to build bridges of 
understanding.  

During the Gaza and then Hezbollah / Israel war:  

• For the first time, FoEME sent out a press release 
on the issue of burning forests in Israel and the 
oil slick in Lebanon that was simultaneously 
released to the media from Tel-Aviv and Beirut. 

• All "Good Water Neighbor" 
communities maintained their commitment 
to work together.  

• Parallel activities consisting of youth water 
trustees and adult meetings for alternative 
planning took place throughout this period.  

• High profile cross border activities, that for 
practical reasons had to be postponed, are 
presently being rescheduled.  

• Israeli and Palestinian neighboring mayors 
continued to meet to discuss common water 
and sanitation issues as all recognized that there 
is a necessity in doing so.  

Givat HavivaGivat HavivaGivat HavivaGivat Haviva    
(www.givathaviva.org)  
 
The Givat Haviva Educational Foundation partnered 
with Ameinu to create the Emergency Children's 
Fund. Money collected was used in Israel to 
purchase games and toys and to help support 
special summer camps established for the children 
under siege. Givat Haviva was the conduit to deliver 
that support to Israeli Arabs living within missile 
attack range. 

Originally the Givat Haviva Institute was to be a 
relocation site but as the war progressed and 
missiles landed deeper and deeper into Israel a new 
location had to be found. 

200 children from the North were hosted for a week 
in Kfar Kassem, at the initiative and under the 
organization of Ahmad Bdair, Director of the Jewish-
Arab Center for Peace at Givat Haviva and a Kfar 
Kassem resident. 

The children slept in the local community center and 
were provided with food and use of all facilities. 
Amongst the activities offered to them by Givat 
Haviva counselors/instructors were: swimming, the 
arts, sports, competitions such as sack races and tug 
of war, as well as lessons in preparation for the new 
school year in Arabic, Hebrew and English provided 
by teachers from Kfar Kassem (volunteers). 

Please note additional Givat Haviva impact on the 
All for Peace Radio page. 
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HAND IN HAND HAND IN HAND HAND IN HAND HAND IN HAND     

(www.handinhand12.org)  

The schools of Hand in Hand: Center for Jewish-
Arab Education in Israel, have a unique opportunity 
to help their students and families cope with this 
summer’s violence and the ongoing conflicts and 
issues facing the Jewish and Arab communities.  
Beginning August 20th and extending into the school 
year, Hand in Hand is holding a series of intensive, 
facilitated dialogue programs for its 750 students and 
their families, as well as its 100 staff members and 
their families at all three Hand in Hand schools 
throughout Israel, to begin addressing these issues. 

The battle between Israel and Hezbollah, brings 
longstanding tensions between Jews and Arabs 
inside of Israel to the surface.  Although students at 
Hand in Hand’s bilingual, multi-cultural schools in 
Jerusalem, Wadi Ara, and the Galilee were on 
summer break during the violence, the start of the 
new school year will be full of questions and 
challenges as Jewish and Arab students compare 
their very different experiences and perspectives on 
the war.  The Galilee school has been the most 
affected, as rockets hit very close to the students’ 
communities.   

While these discussions will specifically confront 
issues of the recent crisis, they remain part of Hand 
in Hand’s overall mission to address the most 
difficult and emotional issues.   

    

    

    

Healing Across the Healing Across the Healing Across the Healing Across the     
Divides, Inc.Divides, Inc.Divides, Inc.Divides, Inc.    
(www.healingdivides.org)  

Our activities continue before, during and after flare-
up of conflicts. Unfortunately, the health of the 
population is the first to suffer at times of conflict. 
Our perspective is that community wide health 
improvement can not only occur at times of conflict 
across the Israeli – Palestinian divide, it is one of the 
few activities that can both lead to concrete change 
and represents political activity with a small “p”.  

We continue to expand funding of our community-
wide diabetes improvement efforts in conjunction 
with the Palestine Medical Relief Society. This effort 
has resulted in documented health improvement of 
diabetics. We are also about to begin funding of a 
community wide diabetes project for Ethiopian Jews.  

We will be starting a new project in the next few 
weeks focused on women’s health and specifically 
focused on breast cancer with Palestinians and 
possibly smoking cessation among Israelis. 

Interfaith Encounter Interfaith Encounter Interfaith Encounter Interfaith Encounter 
Association (IEA)Association (IEA)Association (IEA)Association (IEA)    

(www.interfaith-encounter.org)  

IEA promotes genuine coexistence and sustainable 
peace, through joint, grassroots community building. 
Interactive interfaith dialogue is the vehicle.  

Despite the violence in northern Israel and Lebanon 
and the fact that many Hezbollah rockets hit IEA 
activity and group locations, IEA activists’ 
commitment actually grew, as need for IEA’s work 
was even more evident. 

This summer’s events influenced IEA (or not) in the 
following ways: 

• All events planned outside the rockets' range 
continued as planned. 

• The Karmiel-Majd el Krum Interfaith Encounter 
group, based around two schools was on 
summer break. Still, activists of the group helped 
support families of those injured and killed in 
neighboring towns. 

• The Karmel City Interfaith Encounter group, 
started at the beginning of the tension, then 
postponed the group’s consolidation until after 
the war, following the authorities’ instructions to 
refrain from gatherings. 

• IEA’s 2 M'ghar groups are working closely with 
the local Community Center which assumed 
responsibility for the town’s children. 

• The other groups, across the country, joined 
forces to support the M'ghar groups by sending 
toys and other equipment needed for activities 
with the children.  
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Interns For Peace (IFP)Interns For Peace (IFP)Interns For Peace (IFP)Interns For Peace (IFP)    
The war and violence makes Interns for Peace’s 
experience in trauma healing training over 30 years 
more critical than ever, among Interns for Peace’s 
efforts this summer: 

• Interns For Peace is networking with its alumni 
network of 250 graduate Interns and 300,000 
Jewish-Arab participants as well as with civil 
society groups to aid in training their grassroots 
leaders of Jews and Arabs in cooperative 
TRAUMA HEALING.  

• The IFP approach of uniting Jews and Arabs in 
cooperative trauma healing as well as youth, 
women and community empowerment corps for 
reconstruction and rehabilitation and 
reconciliation serves as a tool for strengthening 
coexistence during this conflict as well as when 
the conflict is resolved.  

• Cooperative trauma healing engages youth, men 
and women as well as positively impacts 
community service/volunteerism and civic 
engagement.  

    
    
    
    
    
    

Interreligious Coordinating Interreligious Coordinating Interreligious Coordinating Interreligious Coordinating 
Council in Israel (ICCI)Council in Israel (ICCI)Council in Israel (ICCI)Council in Israel (ICCI)    
(www.icci.org.il)  

Despite the summer’s conflict, ICCI continued to 
pursue peaceful relations with people of different 
religions and national backgrounds in our country 
and region. Highlights include: 

• ICCI held a seminar in the Galilee with local 
grassroots Arab (Muslim and Christian) and 
Jewish religious leaders as part of our KEDEM-
Voices for Religious Reconciliation-program. The 
seminar was held in partnership with an Israeli-
Palestinian organization, El Rafah, with whom 
we have been working for the past four years.  

• ICCI concluded a seminar for young adults on 
Combating Violence and Shared Human 
Security. The seminar, which was held in 
Jerusalem, was a partnership between ICCI, 
PANORAMA-The Palestinian Center for the 
Dissemination of Democracy and Community–
and Religions for Peace (WCRP). 

• Even amidst the violence, both seminars proved 
to be significant, substantive and meaningful to 
the participants involved.  

• Ongoing programs at ICCI include: Face to 
Face/Faith to Faith, KEDEM and ICCI’s Women’s 
Dialogue. 

ISHMAEL & ISAACISHMAEL & ISAACISHMAEL & ISAACISHMAEL & ISAAC    
(www.ishmaelandisaac.org)  

Ishmael & Isaac promotes reconciliation of Israelis 
and Palestinians through collaboration with 
American Arabs and Jews and others who share this 
vision.   

With a board consisting of American Jews, American 
Arabs and Lebanese Christians, Ishmael & Isaac felt 
strongly that a coexistence statement should be 
made in the midst of the Middle East War; and that it 
is uniquely placed to make such a statement.   

Therefore, Ishmael & Isaac launched a fundraising 
campaign called “War Hurts” which is raising money 
that will be equally divided to help Israelis, 
Palestinians and Lebanese.   

All monies raised will go directly to the United 
Jewish Communities Israel Crisis Fund, the Lebanese 
Red Cross and the Mercy Corps, which works in 
Gaza and the West Bank.  

The “War Hurts” ad appears prior to actually 
entering the Ishmael & Isaac web site.  There has 
been a tremendous amount of publicity in 
Cleveland, including a focus on the nightly news, an 
article in the local newspaper and a National Public 
Radio taping.  
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Israel/Palestine Center for Israel/Palestine Center for Israel/Palestine Center for Israel/Palestine Center for 
Research and Information Research and Information Research and Information Research and Information 
(IPCRI)(IPCRI)(IPCRI)(IPCRI)    
 (www.ipcri.org) 

IPCRI is a joint institution of Israelis and Palestinians 
dedicated to the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict on the basis of the “two-states for two 
peoples” solution.  

 IPCRI’s ongoing activities continued despite this 
summer’s violence. Highlights include: 

• The Strategic Thinking and Analysis Team – a 
group of senior Israeli and Palestinian non-
officials who were all involved in various aspects 
of former negotiations and the peace process, 
convened and focused on developing policy 
alternatives for rebuilding the bilateral and 
international support for the Israeli-Palestinian 
political process. 

• IPCRI’s Peace Education Department carried on 
with plans for The Israeli-Palestinian-International 
Conference on Education for Peace and 
Democracy to be held in November 2006. The 
conference will bring together 100 Israelis, 100 
Palestinians and 100 internationals experts and 
practitioners of peace education.  Participants 
from other key conflict areas around the world 
will share their experiences with the Israeli and 
Palestinian participants.  The conference is co-
sponsored by UNRWA and others.  

    
    

Middle East Children's Middle East Children's Middle East Children's Middle East Children's 
Association (MECA)Association (MECA)Association (MECA)Association (MECA)    
(www.mecaed.org) 

MECA is a joint Israeli-Palestinian organization 
whose purpose is to enable Palestinian and Israeli 
children to cope with the effects of occupation and 
violence, and assume responsibility for their future.   

Despite the violence and uncertainty in our region 
this summer MECA succeeded in holding the 
following activities: 

• Teachers' Seminar on Teaching Controversial 
Issues - MECA and the United States Institute of 
Peace, with support of the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation, conducted a teachers' training 
meeting for over 90 Israeli and Palestinian 
teachers with American and Irish Peace 
Education experts. 

• 70 Palestinian and Israeli teachers from MECA's 
five working groups held meetings to reflect on 
and evaluate the year’s work and to prepare for 
the seminar in England.  

• MECA held a seminar for delegates of the five 
groups at the International Study Centre of 
Queen's University. When we left the region, the 
conflict was flaring. It was hard to imagine 
Palestinians and Israelis cooperating at such a 
time. Still, despite the circumstances, 45 
Palestinian and Israeli educators, together with 4 
translators spent the four days of the seminar 
discussing educational issues and devising joint 
lesson plans.  

NNNNeeeeggggeeeevvvv    IIIInnnnssssttttiiiittttuuuutttteeee    ffffoooorrrr    SSSSttttrrrraaaatttteeeeggggiiiieeeessss    
of Peace and Development of Peace and Development of Peace and Development of Peace and Development 
(NISPED)(NISPED)(NISPED)(NISPED)    
(www.nisped.org.il) 

NISPED conducts training and project activities to 
further the people-to-people peace process and 
strengthen the linkage between conflict resolution 
and sustainable human development. Despite this 
summer's violence, NISPED and all of its Palestinian 
NGO partners agreed to maintain and even increase 
joint activities. Highlights include: 

• The Economic Empowerment of Rural Palestine 
program, conducted in partnership with a major 
Palestinian NGO, promotes economic and 
community development. More than 1,300 
Palestinians applied. District leaders' training is in 
Beersheva and other West Bank locations. 

• Entrepreneurship for Peace, a multi-faceted 
program of project-building and training 
activities is a partnership of NISPED and 
Palestinian NGO's. It is sponsored by the ILO - 
International Labor Organization and will be 
formally launched this autumn. 

• Cooperative Products for Peace links NISPED, 
agricultural co-ops in Gaza and Israel’s Eshkol 
region in joint production/marketing of 
tomatoes, peppers and strawberries. The next 
planting/harvesting schedules are set. European 
distribution is under negotiation. 

• The Arab-Jewish Center for Equality, 
Empowerment and Cooperation continued its 
25+ projects and programs with the Arab-
Bedouin community in Israel's Negev region.  
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Neve Shalom/Wahat Neve Shalom/Wahat Neve Shalom/Wahat Neve Shalom/Wahat     
alalalal----SalamSalamSalamSalam    
(www.oasisofpeace.org)  

During a difficult summer, the village of Neve 
Shalom/Wahat al-Salam (NSWAS), the “Oasis of 
Peace,” maintained its commitment to dialogue, 
respect, and understanding between Jews 
and Palestinians and sustained its atmosphere of 
equality and peace among its residents – half of 
whom are Jewish, half of whom are Arab, through:  

• Young adults raised at the “Oasis of Peace” 
hosting and directing a camp for Palestinian 
refugee children from the West Bank.  

• School for Peace dialogue and facilitation 
courses for Israeli and Palestinian educators, 
psychologists and social workers focused on 
enabling participants to positively impact their 
local communities and workplaces and to cross 
borders to engage in joint projects in their 
respective fields.  

• NSWAS providing housing for families fleeing 
Northern Israel at its Guest House and 
Volunteer House.  

• The bilingual, binational Primary School enrolling 
200 Jewish and Arab K-8th grade students, 
mostly students from communities outside of 
NSWAS. 

    

    

    

    

OneVoice MovementOneVoice MovementOneVoice MovementOneVoice Movement    
(www.OneVoiceMovement.org)  

The OneVoice Movement is a grassroots 
organization working to empower the moderate 
majority of Israelis and Palestinians – who want 
security, freedom and ultimately peace and who are 
prepared to compromise for it. 

Despite the summer’s increased challenges to join 
forces and speak as OneVoice against violent 
extremism and for conflict resolution, OneVoice 
activists and staff - mainstream nationalists from each 
side - continued to meet regularly, coordinate efforts, 
and organize activities to fight extremism. 

Staff and activists are developing the “What Are You 
Willing To Do?” campaign to encourage Israelis and 
Palestinians to express their willingness to make 
personal sacrifices to help end the conflict.  

During July and August OneVoice Palestine focused 
on town hall meetings and leadership development 
program in Nablus, Jericho, Ramallah and the 
surrounding villages and refugee camps.  OneVoice 
Israel held an advanced leadership training program 
for youth leaders from across the country, a 
communications workshop, and an immersion 
course for new recruits.  

For both Israeli and Palestinians activists, training 
revolves around a grassroots empowerment 
methodology, providing community organization, 
public speaking and conflict resolution skills.   Young 
leaders learn to build teams, organize and mobilize 
their communities and recruit new activists. 

    

    

Opening of the HeartOpening of the HeartOpening of the HeartOpening of the Heart    
(www.OpeningoftheHeart.org) 

Opening of the Heart provides services, tools, 
resources and training to help people better 
understand the intricacies of conflict, and learn the 
skills to transcend these tension points for positive 
change and opportunity. This summer 2006 
Opening of the Heart initiated three new projects: 

• New Passage Tour, a non-partisan, inter-
generational community learning forum 
performed at places of geographical or 
ideological division or borders, with an 
immediate focus in the Middle East, US and 
Canada, prioritizing topical issues concerning 
non-violent intervention and breaking cycles of 
violence. 

• Stories of Jerusalem, a multimedia traveling 
exhibit of images and stories of Israelis and 
Palestinians donated to The Compassionate 
Listening Project for use in the Middle East, US 
and other countries. The exhibit includes 
photographic, audio and curricula components 
to share and learn more about the human 
consequences of the ground experience in Israel 
and Palestine. 

• Beyond the Wall, being produced with US, 
Israeli and Palestinian partners, provides a 
humanizing window into the lives of children 
from both Israeli and Palestinian cultures, with 
images and audio testimonies in Hebrew, Arabic 
and English, to be replicated in innovative, 
accessible formats. 
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Parents CircleParents CircleParents CircleParents Circle    
(www.theparentscircle.com)  

In spite of the violence in Lebanon and Israel and 
ongoing tensions in the Gaza strip, the Parents 
Circle-Families Forum (PC-FF) decided to maintain as 
much of its scheduled summer activities as possible.  

• PC-FF held more than 30 lectures and dialogue 
encounters, reaching more than 900 people, 
including religious leaders and clergy of all faiths; 
foreign student delegations; youth movements; 
Israeli and Palestinian university students; 
psychologists and social workers. 

• 35 Forum members met at the Palestinian side 
of the A-Ram checkpoint for an Instructors 
Training Seminar on learning, listening and 
acceptance.  

• The day violence in Lebanon and Israel broke 
out, the film Encounter Point was screened at 
the Jerusalem Film Festival to a sold-out 
audience of secular and religious Israelis from 
within Israel and the settlements and secular and 
devout Palestinians from East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank.  

• As a response to the fighting, PC-FF produced a 
sticker stating: “It Won’t Stop Until We Talk,” 
which was distributed widely with daily 
newspapers.  

 

 

 

 

 

Radio All for PeaceRadio All for PeaceRadio All for PeaceRadio All for Peace     
(www.allforpeace.org) 

Radio All for Peace (AFP) is a joint radio station by 
Israelis and Palestinians who wish to overcome the 
physical and psychological barriers between their 
peoples and create a platform for dialogue across 
the borders. The station reaches 50,000 listeners 
daily, with broadcasts of programs and music in 
Hebrew, Arabic and English.  

• The station covered all sides of this summer’s 
war with live interviews of all those involved, 
continuing in its mission to present a balanced 
and responsible media discourse for Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

• The station succeeded in highlighting the Israeli-
Palestinian scene, which had been put aside by 
most of the media this summer.  

• Despite natural disagreements among staff 
members as to the justification for the war – 
Radio All for Peace broadcast around the clock 
and never stopped, bringing personal stories and 
commentary of experts of different affiliations.  

• In a dramatic and unusual broadcast, which was 
later quoted widely by Israeli and Palestinian 
media, AFP broadcast a joint interview with both 
the father of kidnapped Israeli soldier Gilad 
Shalit and the deputy director of Hamas in 
Damascus.  

    

    

    

    

    

Search for Common GroundSearch for Common GroundSearch for Common GroundSearch for Common Ground    
(www.sfcg.org) 

Search for Common Ground conducts a multi-track 
program to promote peace, cooperation, and 
security in the Middle East. During the conflict:  

• Search for Common Ground continued to 
produce weekly editions of the Common 
Ground News Service (CGNews) without 
interruption. CGNews publishes balanced and 
solution-oriented articles by local and 
international experts to promote constructive 
perspectives and encourage dialogue about 
current Middle East issues. Available in Arabic, 
English and Hebrew, CGNews targets media 
outlets, policy makers, scholars, think tanks and 
interested readers worldwide. It has 
approximately 12,000 subscribers and major 
media partners who regularly reprint CGNews 
articles and special series. For a free 
subscription, visit 
http://www.sfcg.org/template/lists.cfm. 

• Through a partnership with Ma'an Network, an 
independent Palestinian media organization of 
ten local stations, Search for Common Ground 
concluded a project producing and broadcasting 
twice weekly television programs that featured 
positive aspects of Palestinian society, such as a 
Children's Center working with learning 
disabilities or the production of the Palestinian 
staple, olive oil. 
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THE ABRAHAM FUND THE ABRAHAM FUND THE ABRAHAM FUND THE ABRAHAM FUND 
INITIATIVESINITIATIVESINITIATIVESINITIATIVES    
(www.abrahamfund.org) 

The recent cross-border violence put enormous 
additional stress on the delicate balance of Jewish-
Arab relations within Israel. The Abraham Fund 
responded in numerous ways, including: 

• Helped overcome a lack of adequate response 
to the public safety and emergency services 
needs of Arab towns and villages in Israel. 

• Translated public safety notices into Arabic for 
the Arabic-speaking public. 

• August 1st, co-sponsored an urgent emergency 
summit of 13 of Israel's leading Jewish-Arab 
coexistence organizations. which established 
inter-organizational working groups to: 

• Monitor service needs and gaps in the Arab 
sector during the crisis, 

• Assure public sector and civil society “rapid 
response” to these needs, 

• Prepare and disseminate media statements, 
op-eds and positive coexistence stories 
during the crisis, and 

• Coordinate the response of Jewish-Arab 
coexistence organizations during the crisis. 

During the post-violence period, The Abraham Fund 
and its partners will monitor government and NGO 
relief and reconstruction, and help assure that these 
services are provided equitably to the Arab 
communities of Israel. 

The Compassionate Listening The Compassionate Listening The Compassionate Listening The Compassionate Listening 
Project Project Project Project     
(www.compassionatelistening.org)  

As Arabs and Israelis recover from the summer 
violence, The Compassionate Listening Project 
(TCLP) will bring a delegation of Americans to Israel 
and Palestine this November to listen to people from 
all sides of the conflict. Delegation members will 
learn and practice “compassionate listening” as a 
tool for reconciliation, and will bring Jews and 
Palestinians together to practice this technique with 
one another, helping to re-humanize each other at a 
time of deep polarization.  
 
TCLP listening circles are based on the following 
proven principles:   

• Seeking to understand what lies beneath the 
surface of a person's position;  

• Humanizing rather than demonizing the 
"enemy";  

• Knowing that listening respectfully doesn't imply 
agreement;  

• Being genuinely curious about the "other" and 
about potential, untried solutions to age-old 
conflicts;  

• Willingness to temporarily suspend judgment;  

• Asking questions to deepen the capacity of the 
"other" to connect with their own essence and 
qualities that are essential and deeply human;  

• Staying present even when triggered. 

    

The Peres Center for PeaceThe Peres Center for PeaceThe Peres Center for PeaceThe Peres Center for Peace    
(www.peres-center.org) 

The Peres Center for Peace initiates and implements 
peace building activities which focus on common 
Arab and Israeli economic and social interests, with 
emphasis on Palestinian-Israeli relations. Areas of 
activity include; Agriculture, Civil Society Dialogue & 
Cooperation, Peace Education & Culture, Business & 
Economics, IT, Medicine & Healthcare, Sports and 
more.  

The Peres Center's ongoing activities continued 
despite this summer's violence. Highlights include: 

• Medicine & Healthcare: Ongoing referral of 
Palestinian babies and children to Israeli 
hospitals for complex investigations and 
surgeries unavailable in the Palestinian Authority; 
Fellowships for some 40 Palestinian doctors in 
Israeli hospitals; "Advanced Pediatric Life Saving" 
Course (2-days) for 30 Palestinian and Israeli 
pediatricians.  

• Business & Economics: Meetings of the Peres 
Center's Palestinian-Israeli Tourism Forum; 
Meetings of the Aix Group – an Israeli-
Palestinian-International economic research 
group; 4th annual "Jordanian-Israeli Forum on 
Economic Cooperation" for 20 leading Israeli 
and Jordanian IT representatives.  

• Sport: Summer camps for 180 Palestinian and 
Israeli youth from disadvantaged and peripheral 
areas. The children are participants in the Peres 
Center's "Twinned Peace Sport Schools" 
program (which engages some 2,000 children 
each year in a program of sport training, Peace 
Education instruction, auxiliary educational 
support and joint Palestinian-Israeli social and 
sporting activities).  
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YMCAYMCAYMCAYMCA 

To support those affected by the recent hostilities, 
YMCAs in the region – the Jerusalem International 
YMCA (JIY) and the East Jerusalem YMCA (EJY) – 
stand together to rebuild the region and support its 
people.   

Jerusalem International YMCA 
(www.jerusalemymca.org) efforts include:   

• Providing affordable housing in its hotel for 
more than 60 families who lost their homes in 
northern Israel. 

• Working with the Village Council in Eilaboun, a 
primarily Arab village of 4,000 in the Galilee 
region, to coordinate relief, recovery and 
resettlement efforts.   

• Expanding enrollment in the Peace Preschool 
(an integrated preschool for Israeli and Arab 
children) to accommodate kids displaced by the 
crisis. 

East Jerusalem YMCA (www.ej-ymca.org) efforts 
include:  

• Running innovative youth camps and activities 
which serve more than 50,000 people, drawing 
from nearly every village in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

• Providing psychological and social counseling to 
help participants address difficulties caused by 
the chronic violence.   

For more info on the YMCAs in the Middle East visit 
http://www.ymca.net.   

    

Young Israeli Forum for Young Israeli Forum for Young Israeli Forum for Young Israeli Forum for 
CooperatioCooperatioCooperatioCooperation (YIFC)n (YIFC)n (YIFC)n (YIFC)    
(www.yifc.org)  

YIFC empowers young Israeli professionals from a 
wide range of social backgrounds and political 
beliefs to generate action-oriented dialogue and 
creative policy-oriented approaches to solving the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Despite this summer’s 
violence, YIFC’s activities included: 

• Bringing together 150 Jewish-Americans with 
Palestinian partners to introduce YIFC’s joint 
work and concepts of pragmatic Israeli-
Palestinian cooperation.  

• Presenting European policymakers with a paper, 
“A long-term EU Strategy regarding the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict,” which was debated at the 
General Assembly of Newropeans, the trans-
European party. 

• Planning the “Fresh Start” project with the U.S. 
Embassy in Israel. A 3-day Israeli-Palestinian 
seminar to bring together highly-qualified young 
Israeli and Palestinian professionals, who will 
simulate and study transitioning their societies 
from conflict to peace in order to identify a 
shared vision for the future and action strategies 
to get there. 

• Preparing the 6th “The European Role in the 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict" conference in 
Germany which will engage Israeli, Palestinian 
and European students and young professionals 
in a vision-led process of dealing with core 
issues of the conflict.  

The Citizens’ Accord ForumThe Citizens’ Accord ForumThe Citizens’ Accord ForumThe Citizens’ Accord Forum    
(www.caf.org.il)   

The Citizens’ Accord Forum works in the areas of 
advocacy, education, local & community 
development, media and networking to bridge the 
gaps between Israel’s Jewish and Arab communities 
and implement systematic changes to improve the 
status of Israel’s Arab citizens including: 

• Newspaper Du-Et's 10th issue to be published in 
early October focuses on the effect of the War 
in Lebanon on Jews and Arabs in Israel. 

• The Ataa - Assistance on Interior Ministry Affairs 
for Residents of East Jerusalem - provides direct 
assistance four days a week with 23 volunteers  
in arranging ’passage permits’, lengthening of 
residency,  changing personal details, 
registration of children and legal advice.  

• A new businesswomen's initiative, Ofek-Nashi, in 
the Triangle region to strengthen 60 Arab 
women-owned businesses and create 
employment for an additional 90 women.  

• The Network of Coexistence Organization's 
media workshop, Festival for Peace, a 
preliminary survey evaluating the impact of the 
Co-existence Network on Arab-Jewish relations,  
and a coordinating conference during the War 
in Lebanon. 

• The Second Annual Jaffa Conference will include 
“Knesset on Arab-Jewish Relations in the 
Shadow of War,” a session of the Knesset 
Education committee, and events on the status 
of women, mixed cities, Arabic language, media, 
holy places and early childhood education. 

• Du-Et Fellowships for young Arab journalists in 
Israel’s Hebrew media outlets, to break the glass 
ceiling in this industry.   



 

 

– 

For more information on ALLMEP, 
please contact: 

 
Susan Mirbach 

ALLMEP Executive Director 
Email: susan@mirbach.com 

Tel: (650) 559-8881 
 

www.allmep.orgwww.allmep.orgwww.allmep.orgwww.allmep.org    

ALLMEP Mission Statement 
 

The Alliance for Middle East Peace (ALLMEP) is a coalition of non-

governmental organizations working to build a genuine and sustained 

peace in the Middle East through people-to-people programs 

promoting mutual respect, cooperation and understanding between 

Jews and Palestinians, Israelis and Arabs.  

  

Through ALLMEP, organizations have united together to raise 

awareness among the general public, the media, opinion-shapers and 

policymakers in order to build individual organizational capacities 

through idea and experience sharing, to advocate for the expansion 

of people-to-people programs, to collaborate together on peace-

building programs, and to seek to expand funding and other 

resources available to support these programs. 

 


